
MEMORANDUM 
CITY OF WATERTOWN PLANNING OFFICE 

245 WASHINGTON STREET, ROOM 304, WATERTOWN, NY 13601 

PHONE: (315) 785-7730 – FAX: (315) 782-9014 

 

TO:  Planning Board Members 

 

FROM:  Kenneth A. Mix, Planning and Community Development Coordinator 

 

SUBJECT:  Site Plan Approval – Car Rental 

 

DATE:  July 29, 2014 

 

Request: Site Plan Approval for the construction of a 572 square foot building addition, plus 5,094 

square foot parking area, at 912 Arsenal Street, parcel 8-05-102 

 

Applicant:  Cole Investment Group 

 

Proposed Use:   Car rental 

 

Property Owner:  Cole Investment Group 

 

Submitted:  

Property Survey:  Yes Preliminary Architectural Drawings:  Yes 

Site Plan:  Yes Preliminary Site Engineering Plans:  Yes 

Vehicle and Pedestrian Circulation Plan:  Yes Construction Time Schedule:  Yes 

Landscaping and Grading Plan:  Yes Description of Uses, Hours & Traffic Volume:  Yes 

 

SEQRA: Unlisted County Review: Yes 

 

Zoning Information:  

District: Commercial Maximum Lot Coverage: N/A 

Setback Requirements: F: 20’, S: 5’, R: 25’ Buffer Zone Required: 5’-15’ rear 

 

Project Overview:  The applicant proposes to construct a 572 square foot building addition to support a car rental 

business that is currently operating at this location. Additional parking area will also be added: 5,094 square feet of 

new pavement. 

 

Parking: The parking provided exceeds the requirement for the building. A large portion will be used for storage 

of rental cars, rather than customer parking. 

 

Lighting: No new site lighting is proposed. If the applicant installs lighting in the future, it should be designed to 

avoid spillage across the north and eastern property lines—especially in the vicinity of the house near the northeast 

corner of the parcel. 

 

Drainage & Grading: The applicant proposes to drain the new parking lot to two drywells near the center of the 

lot. The proposed slopes are very flat, and may not be sufficient to prevent ponding. The applicant should increase 

the slope to the drywells. The applicant should also show grading contours for the new parking lot. 



 

The applicant must provide a detail for the proposed drywells, and for the perforated storm sewer pipe trench. 

 

The finish floor elevation of the addition should be marked on the plan. 

 

Landscaping: The existing landscaping will be supplemented by rows of shrubbery along the east and west 

property lines, and two pear trees behind the building. The Landscaping and Buffer Zone Guidelines are 

sufficiently addressed, but the applicant should consider extending the landscaped strip along the eastern property 

line further northward, to help screen the nearby house from the parking lot. 

 

Miscellaneous:  The applicant must revise the title block on all drawing sheets to reflect the correct project 

location. 

 

At least one copy of the site plan submittal must be provided with original stamps and signatures by an RA, PE, or 

PLS as appropriate. 

 

The applicant must obtain the following permits prior to construction: Building Permit. 

 

 

Summary: 
 

1. The applicant shall increase the slope down to the drywells to improve drainage. 

2. The applicant shall depict proposed contours on the grading plan. 

3. The applicant shall provide a detail for the proposed drywells, and for the perforated storm sewer pipe 

trench. 

4. The applicant shall revise the drawings so that all title blocks show the correct project location. 

5. The applicant shall provide at least one copy of the site plan submittal with original stamps and signatures 

by a licensed PE, RA, or PLS as appropriate. 

 

cc:  City Council Members 

  Robert J. Slye, City Attorney 

  Justin Wood, Civil Engineer II 

  Cole Investment Group, 6 River St, Baldwinsville NY 13027 

  James Trasher, 441 South Salina St, Syracuse NY 13202 


